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Honduras: Year 5 of the Coup 
In the aftermath of the fraudulent 

elections of November 2013, Honduras 

has furthered the neoliberal trajectory that 

it has been on for decades. A trajectory 

that was certainly propelled forward by the 

1992 Modernization Law which had 

gutted any agrarian reform that had been 

attempted previously. This took a further 

leap in 2009 when the ruling elite  led by 

the 13 or so oligarchic families, with the 

assistance of the US State Department led 

by Hilary Clinton, instigated the coup 

d’état which ousted President Mel Zelaya.  

Even though his administration ratified 

and supported CAFTA-DR in 2006 (“free” 

trade being the neo-liberals’ favorite 

bludgeoning tool for maintaining the 

wealth of the ruling elite) Zelaya was seen 

as an impediment to the neoliberal agenda 

because, among other pragmatic business 

decisions, he raised the minimum wage 

and had entered into agreements with 

peasant farmers to help them obtain land 

titles, but mostly because he was friendly 

to Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and 

worked for Honduras’ entry into ALBA. 

 The sham election of 2013 was simply an 

extension of the coup. In spite of 

overwhelming evidence that Juan Orlando 

Hernandez (JOH) and his National Party 

(NP) had stolen the elections through 

various means of vote tampering and 

outright threats and murders of opposition 

candidates and supporters, he was 

legitimized as the president. There was 

only scant unrest or public protests to the 

electoral coup d’état. 

LIBRE (Liberty and Refoundation), the 

resistance party headed by Mel Zelaya, 

had succeeded in gaining seats in the 

National Congress. It also succeeded in 

restoring Zelaya as a political player as he 

too gained a seat thus creating potential 

space for opposition within the realm of 

electoral politics. The corrupt two-party 

system that has ruled over Honduras for 

more than a century had been seriously 

challenged, and indeed by all rightful 

counts, had been toppled in the 

Presidential race.  

However, the NP and the Liberal Party  

(LP) with the help of the mainstream press 

have succeeded thus far in shutting out any 

opposition voices. LIBRE diputados 

(representatives in Congress) are often not 

allowed time to debate let alone introduce 

new legislation that would oppose the 

neoliberal agenda. Further, they are not 

allotted the same amount of funds as 

representatives from the NP and LP and 

their staff have even been denied office 

space by Mauricio Oliva, President of the 

Congress. To underscore the disrespect, in 

May of 2014, LIBRE diputados were tear-

gassed and thrown out of the congressional 

chambers by the police under orders of 

Oliva. 

Adding insult to injury, in the waning 

months of 2014, the mainstream press, 

owned by the ruling elite, has attempted to 

publicly paint LIBRE as a party in disarray, 

claiming that diputados are abandoning the 

party and is on the verge of collapse. Every 

attempt has been made by the ruling elite to 

smother this emerging party during its 

incubation period. 

JOH’s campaign promised a “mano duro,” 

or iron fist approach to ending the crime 

that has kept Honduras as the murder 

capital of the world. His plan to put 
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http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/04/201242111850554190.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/04/201242111850554190.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/04/201242111850554190.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/2013/12/12/inside-the-honduran-elections/
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Military Police (MP) on every corner 

across the country has thus far been 

implemented in Tegucigalpa and San 

Pedro Sula and elsewhere on a smaller 

scale. But, homicides continue unabated 

along with the impunity enjoyed by the 

perpetrators. In addition, the MP have 

been involved in numerous cases of, 

intimidation, brutality, kidnapping, 

sexual assault, and murder. 

Nevertheless, JOH has attempted (and 

will attempt again) to make the Military 

Police a permanent security force under 

the Honduran constitution. This has 

been met with opposition in Congress 

and thus far has failed to receive the 

necessary votes. Even the easily bribed 

diputados of the LP must have had 

flashbacks to the days when too much 

power given to the Military resulted in 

dictators ordering death squads and the 

disappearances of those who opposed 

the government. Of course, both of 

those occur today, but under the guise of 

it being street gangs or narco-traffickers 

and thus justifying a need for giving the 

Military Police more power and 

increased aid from the US.  

JOH has further promised greater 

collaboration with the US military in 

ending the narcotrafficking that has 

spread to every department in the 

country. A number of small time narco 

rings have seen their leaders arrested 

and extradited to the US. But the large 

cartels, purported to have supported 

JOH and other National Party candidates 

in the election, have been left 

untouched. They have expanded their 

markets once their competition has been 

removed by JOH and the US. Indeed, 

The National Congress (NC) moved to 

have new extradition legislation voted 

on in a secret committee session thus 

excluding opposition parties from taking 

part in the strategizing of the new law, 

which gave control over extraditions to 

the JOH controlled Supreme Court. 

There has been increasing talk, mostly 

amongst the members of the NP, of 

amending the constitution so that JOH 

can be reelected. This was the very issue 

that the coup instigators accused Zelaya 

of trying to do in order to install himself 

as “President for life.” The difference 

being that JOH wants his National 

Congress to amend the Constitution 

without public input. Zelaya wanted to 

have a National Referendum so that the 

voice of the people could be heard on 

the matter. It is actually unconstitutional 

for the NC to even discuss a change to 

the reelection law 

It is said that Honduras has a failed 

justice system, and indeed, it does fail 

the majority of Hondurans, but it is 

purposely kept as is to protect the ruling 

elite from being prosecuted for its illegal 

actions. It is also maintained, with 

funding from USAID, as an inefficient, 

opaque, and dysfunctional system in 

order to criminalize those who do seek 

justice such as the campesinos who 

struggle for legal access to land. 4000 

campesinos have judicial proceedings 

against them. They must sign in at a 

courthouse every 15 days or risk arrest 

and this could go on indefinitely. 

Judges at the municipal level and in the 

Supreme Court, as well as prosecutors 

in the Public Ministry are at the service 

of the ruling elite either through 

influence peddling or threats made 

against their lives. 

Miguel Facussé Barjum, President of 

Corporation Dinant and the wealthiest 

man in Honduras, has succeeded in 

using the justice system to his own 

benefit, both in his swindles of national 

and international banks as well as other 

corporations and in his criminalization 

of campesinos who have succeeded in 

challenging his illegal ownership of 

land for African Palm cultivation. 

Facussé has avoided prosecution for the 

numerous assassinations that he has 

ordered stemming as far back as the 

1980s and on through to this decade 

with the murder of Antonio Trejo the 

lawyer for the MARCA campesino 

movement who was assassinated in 

November of 2012 after succeeding in 

challenging land grabs by Facussé and 

others. After Trejo’s murder, Facussé 

used his influence peddling to get the 

judgment in favor of the campesinos 

overturned in the Supreme Court. 

The US and international business 

organizations heap praise on Facussé 

even though Wikileaks published cables 

from the US Embassy showing his 

involvement in narcotrafficking. 

Additionally, his private plane was used 

in the kidnapping of President Zelaya 

during the coup of 2009 and was 

allowed to land at the US’s Palmerola 

Military Base to refuel before whisking 

the deposed President to Panama. 

JOH has succeeded in establishing a 

dictatorship with both the ruling elite 

and the US State Department pulling 

his strings. 

Cont’d from previous page 

LIBRE Diputados on the steps of 
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Excerpts from articles 

Puerto Castilla, Honduras: 
Corporate and Military 
Interests Above Garífuna 

Community Survival 
 
Six children from the community of Puerto 

Castilla, Trujillo, suffered severe 

respiratory damage resulting from an 

attack carried out on May 23, 2014 by the 

Honduran National Police, Military Police, 

and in conjunction with the Operation 

Xatruch III military unit. Hundreds of tear 

gas canisters were fired into the 

community in a haphazard manner as a 

means of dispersing a peaceful protest. 

After inundating the town with tear gas, 

the roughly 500 security force members 

entered the community, dousing anyone 

within reach with pepper spray. 

Tear gas canisters landed in the yard of the 

kindergarten and the Colegio 14 de agosto, 

the local high school. The wind pushed 

concentrated levels of the gas into the 

classrooms. Younger students were 

foaming at the mouth and convulsing as 

they gasped for air.Canisters landed at 

doorsteps and windows of houses and 

businesses, which also filled with the 

noxious fumes. No one in the town could 

escape the irritant laden clouds. A cat, hit 

by one of the intensely hot canisters, has a 

permanent scar the size of a nickel on its 

head. The clouds of tear gas and pepper 

spray covered the entire town to the extent 

that many of the children had to be 

evacuated by small fishing boats out to the 

Bay of Trujillo. After a week, many of the 

children and adults still suffered nasal 

irritation and severe coughs while the four 

still hospitalized, one as young a six 

months old, continued to suffer headaches, 

vomiting, asthma like symptoms, and 

emotional trauma. (Read more here: 

Puerto Castilla) 

 

 

Indigenous Tolupanes Return 

to Their Territory With IACHR 

Orders of Protection 

A caravan makes it's way up the dusty 

winding road into the mountains of the 

department of Yoro. It is heading toward 

San Francisco de Locomapa, one of the 

territories of the Tolupane people, an 

indigenous tribe that has been in existence 

for over 5,000 years. San Francisco is also 

the site of a massacre that occurred on 

August 25, 2013. Armando Fúnez Medina 

(46), Ricardo Soto Fúnez (40), and Maria 

Enriqueta Matute (71) were murdered by 

Selvin Matute and Carlos Matute (no 

relation to Enriqueta). The latter two are 

hired guns for the Bella Vista Mining 

Company, which has been extracting 

antimony from the surrounding mountains 

without the consent of the community and 

with a mining concession that is in 

dispute. The two men also hire themselves 

out to illegal loggers that deforest the 

mountainsides. The three victims were 

members of the Broad Movement for 

Dignity and Justice (MADJ, in its Spanish 

acronym), which has been protesting the 

mining and illegal logging and the 

installation of a hydroelectric dam on 

Tolupane territory. The community had 

begun a roadblock on August 12, 2013 

stopping trucks that were loaded with 

illegal timber and antimony and then 

reporting it to the local police who 

essentially let the illegal trucks and their 

cargo go. (Read more here: Indigenous 

Tolupanes Return) 

Reporting 
One aspect of human rights 
accompaniment is reporting 
from the various communities 
in which violations have 
occurred. Below are examples 
of the articles published in 
2014. 

For more articles please visit:  
gregmccain.pressfolios.com 

https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/7315/donate_page/greg-mccain
https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/7315/donate_page/greg-mccain
http://upsidedownworld.org/main/honduras-archives-46/4905-puerto-castilla-honduras-corporate-and-military-interests-above-garifuna-community-survival
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/22424-honduras-indigenous-tolupanes-return-to-their-territory-with-iachr-orders-of-protection
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/22424-honduras-indigenous-tolupanes-return-to-their-territory-with-iachr-orders-of-protection
gregmccain.pressfolios.com
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Both courts, in Trujillo and La Ceiba, 

ignored the appeal. Two of the judges in 

Trujillo were also on the bench for the 

2010 trial. This was a clear violation of 

the Penal Code which states that in a 

retrial new judges must hear the case. The 

defense team was successful in replacing 

these two before the trial began, but the 

damage was done, Chabelo was forced to 

remain incarcerated.  

The retrial was a retread of the previous 

trial. In fact, Chabelo was put in double 

jeopardy as the judges accepted the 

prosecutor’s plea that he be retried for 

crimes that he was acquitted of in 2010. 

The shocking difference lay in the 

testimonies of the prosecution’s 

witnesses. They each changed their 

testimonies from what they had 

previously sworn to with the most blatant 

perjury coming from Henry Osorto the 

ex-military colonel and sub-commissioner 

of the National Police. The entire trial 

hinged on his testimony as there was 

absolutely no evidence of Chabelo’s 

involvement in the incident that led to his 

arrest. It was evident in Osorto’s 

testimony that he was clearly on a witch 

hunt and it did not matter to him who’s 

life he destroyed in his crusade to 

criminalize the campesino movement. It 

also became apparent that the Prosecutor 

The Campaign to Free Political Prisoner “Chabelo” Morales 
For background info on Chabelo’s case please visit: Freechavelo.wordpress.com 

2014 has 

been a year 

of déjà vu 

all over 

again for 

Jose Isabel 

“Chabelo” 

Morales, 

the Honduran political prisoner who 

has been unjustly imprisoned for over 

6 years. 

The year began with the retrial as ordered by 

the Supreme Court of Honduras after 

annulling the conviction of 2010 and the 

sentencing, which took place in 2012. This 

annulment came after much international 

pressure was applied to the magistrates of the 

court. 

The judges of the Tribunal in Trujillo wasted 

no time in violating the rights of Chabelo by 

blatantly disobeying the orders of the 

Supreme Court which stated that Chabelo was 

to be released from prison following the 

annulment. The judges refused to sign the 

order that was required to allow the prison to 

release him. The Defense team immediately 

filed a writ of Habeas Corpus to the Appeals 

court in La Ceiba stating that Chabelo was 

being held illegally since he had no 

conviction and that he had been held for well 

over the legal limit set out in the Penal Code. 

and Osorto had concocted their entire 

case based solely on a photo of 

Chabelo. The Tribunal overruled the 

Defenses attempts to have it entered 

into the trial records that Osorto had 

significantly changed his testimony. 

Chabelo was once again convicted on 

one count of murder and sentenced to 

seventeen and a half years. The 

Defense quickly appealed the decision 

once again to the Supreme Court.  

As a victim in Osorto’s self declared 

war against the campesinos who had 

legally acquired land that Osorto had 

obtained illegally, Chabelo is deemed 

a political prisoner both nationally 

and internationally. A letter 

denouncing the prosecutor, the 

judges, and Osorto’s violations of 

Chabelo’s rights has, to date, been 

signed by 67 human rights 

organizations from 9 different 

countries. There are close to 2000 

signatures on petitions and several 

thousand people from 50 countries 

have visited the Free Chabelo blog.  

Much more international pressure is 

needed to force the Magistrates of the 

Supreme Court to grant immediate 

freedom to Chabelo.  

https://freechavelo.wordpress.com/
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The Military and Police Continue to 

Criminalize and Brutalize the 

Campesino Movements 
Members of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
visited the Bajo Aguán on December 1st. 
They listened to the testimonies of 
hundreds of campesinos who have been 
victimized by the Dinant Corporation’s 
private paramilitary guards or by their 
proxy private security the Honduran 
military and National Police. 

Amongst the many that stood out, one 
testimony in particular filled the meeting 
hall with heavy emotion. Members of 
MARCA, The Authentic Reclamation 
Campesino Movement of the Aguán, 
described the violent eviction at the 
hands of the military and police, which 
occurred on May 21st. At 6.00 a.m. a 
contingent of 80 Honduran State Security 
agents, mobilized in four military 
commandos and four police patrols, 
arrived at the La Trinidad palm plantation 
which 300 families affiliated with MARCA 
have occupied since July 12, 2012 with an 
order granting right of possession from 
the appropriate authorities based on a 
June 29, 2012 ruling from the Court of 

Trujillo. As the campesino leadership 
dialogued with the Executing Judge and 
presented the documentation, which 
supports their occupation, police agents 
began launching tear gas against 130 
people accompanying the leadership. As 
the campesinos ran to protect themselves 
from the gas, the agents fired at their 
backs. 
They immediately proceeded to violently 

arrest 16 people, including members of 
the campesino leadership Walter 
Cárcamo, President of MARCA; Jaime 
Cabrera, President of the 
Regional Agrarian Platform; and Antonio 
Rodríguez. All three are beneficiaries of 
precautionary measures issued by the 
IACHR on May 8, 2014. Children were also 
detained: two 14 year olds, one 15 year 
old, and a 17 year old. Also, a 58 year old 
cancer patient, Ada Marina Velásquez, 
was arrested. Due to mistreatment, some 
of the detained presented fractures and 

injuries to the head, stomach, legs and 
back. At the end of this action, only one 
person had been taken to the hospital by 
the security forces. 

33 year old Jenny Rodriguez gave a chilling 
statement: Even though she was 
obviously pregnant, several police officers 
knocked her to the ground then kicked 
her and dragged her to a police vehicle. 
She was detained in the Trujillo jail for 
24hrs. Eighteen days later she miscarried. 

According to other testimonies, July 2nd 
was the trial for 5 campesinos that were 
arrested during the eviction on June 21st 
from the palm finca La Despertar in 
Trujillo, Colon which belongs to MARCA, 
They had been arrested on June 21st 
during an illegal eviction carried out by 
the National Police and the Operation 
Xatruch III military unit. This was the 2nd 
illegal eviction of El Despertar in a month, 
in addition to the evictions of the fincas La 
Trinidad, on May 21st 2014, and of San 
Isidro in September 2013, all legally 
belonging to the campesinos of MARCA.  

Continued on next page 

Accompaniment / Evictions, Hospitalizations, Incarcerations & Court Hearings 

Campesinos of La Panama beaten by the 
military during an eviction on July 3rd. 
The two on the lower left were shot 
when soldiers fired indiscriminately into 
the streets of the community.  

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2014/146A.asp?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Copy+of+Copy+of+Congressional+letter+still+open+for+signatures&utm_campaign=July+Alert&utm_medium=email
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Where Your Contributions 

Go 

2014 Funds to Support Chabelo Morales 

Cash  -  $857 

Food  -  $822 

Phone - $171 

Misc.  -    $73 

Bus   -    $142 (Chartered from Guadalupe 

Carney to the prison to Celebrate birthday of 

Chabelo and his son’s baptism) 

   Total  -  $2065 

Accompaniment Expenses 

Room  -  $2400 

Food   -   $3000 

Internet - $309 

Phone  -   $485 

Travel    -  $950 

   Total   -   $7144 

Emergency Aid & Support 

Hospital bills, medications, transportation, 

misc. 

   Total   -    $1519 

 

 Funds Raised last year  ------------  $8628 

Personal Contribution ------------   $2100 

Total Expenses ------------------ -  $10,728 

BALANCE  ---------------------------------  $0 

 

I am very grateful to the international human 
rights groups and defenders that have 
supported me. Without them I would have 
been forgotten or maybe even dead.            
              -Chabelo Morales 

Cont’d from previous page 

Initially the Despertar 5 were charged 
with usurpation of land, theft of 
African palm fruit and possession of 
firearms as well as shooting a police 
officer. The prosecutors dropped this 
latter charge without explanation 
before the preliminary hearing a few 
days after their arrest. At this latest 
hearing the campesinos were found 
innocent of the charges of usurpation 
and of theft, but they were found 
guilty of the charges of illegal 
possession of firearms. 

In eviction after eviction when the 
farmers of MARCA are arrested for 
land usurpation, this charge is later 
found to be without merit and yet the 
police and military continue to carry 
them out in a blatant attempt to 
criminalize the campesino 
movements.  The mainstream press 
assists with this by sensationalizing the 
evictions, spinning their stories with 
anti-campesino rhetoric labeling them 
as violent and heavily armed. The 
DNIC place military rifles on a desk in 
their office and allow the press to 
photograph them saying that they 
were found in the possession of the 
campesinos. There are no fingerprints, 
there are no photographs of them in 
possession, there is nothing. It is all for 
creating a public perception of the 
criminality of the campesino 
movement. 

During the trial, in a further 
demonstration of creating a negative 
public perception of the campesinos, 
the street in front of the courthouse in 
Trujillo was closed off by the military 
and surrounded by 40 soldiers. The 

members of MARCA that had come 
to the court to support their 
comrades were not allowed any 
closer than 100 yards from the front 
door of the public building. The 
soldiers escorted others who wanted 
to get to the center of town past the 
courthouse. When the Sargent in 
charge is asked why the campesinos 
are not allowed access to a public 
building he states, “They [indicating 
the accused] had weapons. They 
[indicating the campesinos who came 
to support] have created 
disturbances in the past, our mission 
is to protect government buildings.”  

Apparently their mission was not 
only the protection of government 
buildings, but also local businesses 
operating with foreign investment. A 
military transport truck blocked the 
road leading to the gates of the 
Banana Coast cruise ship port owned 
by Randy Jorgenson, “The Canadian 
Porn King,” so called because of the 
millions he made in the porn industry 
which allegedly includes child 
pornography. He used his wealth to 
bribe officials in the Trujillo 
municipality in order to displace the 
Garífuna Afro-indigenous 
neighborhood of Rio Negro so that 
he could construct his cruise ship 
port in addition to displacing other 
Garífuna territory along the coast in 
the municipality of Trujillo to build 
gated resort communities. His 
properties also sit on what is 
speculated as being one of the sites 
of a future Charter City, the neo-
liberal neo-colonial selling off of 
pieces of sovereign land to foreign 
investors without local consent. 
Another military vehicle, a Ford F350 
(a gift from the US) was blocking the 
access road to Casa Alemania, a high-
end hotel owned by Germans that 
offers spa services and 
condominiums on the beach. The 
soldiers stationed at these spots only 
helped to underline what the 
military’s true mission in Honduras is. 

https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/7315/donate_page/greg-mccain
https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/7315/donate_page/greg-mccain
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Excerpt: a letter from Honduras 

People experience happiness here of course. There are weddings and birthdays, 
people falling in love, babies being born, visits from family not seen in years, small 
victories against the ruling elite, and the false/escapist joy of watching “nuestra 
selección” score a goal in la Copa Mundial. All of these are tempered, though, with 
the expectation that it could be shattered at any moment by la violencia persistente. 
I wish I could tell you about a recent joyous experience, but joy here is fleeting. They 

are hard to hold onto, those moments that lift the spirit. Everyone knows someone 
who has been murdered. The poverty has affected most people. Parents anguish 
over los y las hijos y hijas that have made the dangerous trip al norte, waiting to get 
word that they have made it safe or, after being detained en la frontera, they are on a 
plane or bus headed home. Or... el silencio... no noticias... disaparacido...  Feelings of 

joy seem deceptive once faced with the ever-present threat of death. 
I feel adrift at times wondering if there is something more effective I could be doing. 
Or is being effective the thing that creates the feeling of being misplaced? It simply 

gets absorbed, dissolved, lost within the corruption. In Honduras, as throughout 
history, corruption has proven that it can’t be reformed. It must be eliminated through 
the elimination of the corrupt. What, perhaps, has been effected is that one life has 
been saved, one innocent person released from jail, one more person in the US, 
having learned what their government is doing in complicity with the repression, 

demands and supports the elimination of the corrupt. 
Those who have prospered by this repression, with their ever-increasing need for 
more power and more money, hide behind their high walls and military guards while 
stealing the joy of others. If that is what it takes in the “pursuit of happiness” than la 

lucha popular has much more joy. True joy reflected in the eyes of those who, not 
knowing where their next meal will come, give their last plate of frijoles to another 
who has not eaten in days. La alegría in the eyes of both the giver and receiver 
transferred and shared is as nourishing as the food, the nourishment that comes 

from conspiring to survive. 
Now that I have entered this depth, I don’t know that I can leave the camaraderie of 
those en la lucha, whose everyday is filled with thoughts that they may be targeted 
next by the thieves of joy. Los y las compas have no options, or very few, nowhere 
to go, but sigue, sigue adelante. 

  No more impunity; Silence is  complicity! Talk, Shout, Support and Denounce      

Implementation of Protective 
Measures granted to 38 members of 
the Locomapa community by the 
Inter-American Commission of 
Human Rights. 
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Members of various social movement organizations meet with political prisoner Chavelo Morales to strategize actions to pressure the Honduran 

government to free him. 
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hrohblog.wordpress.com 
 

freechavelo.wordpress.com 
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Greg McCain has been a volunteer Human 
Rights Observer in Honduras since May 2012. In 
addition to accompaniment, monitoring and 
reporting he has also been working on the 
campaign to free political prisoner Chabelo 
Morales. You can follow this work at the links to 
the right and please share widely. 

For tax deductible contributions please visit: 
org2.salsalabs.com/o/7315/donate_page/greg-mccain 

Or send a check to: 
Alliance for Global Justice Headquarters 

25 E. 26th St., Suite 1 
Tucson, AZ 85713. 

 
Write “Greg McCain” on the memo line. 
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