
We, the children of the Mosquitia, consisting of 12 representative Territorial Councils of 
MASTA, based on respect for the spiritual, ancestral and cultural heritage of our 
ancestors; covered in Article 346 of the Constitution of the Republic of Honduras; 
Articles 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 15 and 35 of the ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples in Independent Countries, Articles 3, 4, 11, 12, 25 and 26 of the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Article 8J of the Biodiversity Convention, which is 
under the principles of international law recognized by the international community and 
endorsed by Honduras Article 15 of the Constitution of the Republic; hereby wish to 
inform the national and international community on the case of the so-called "White 
City", the following: 
 
First: The State of Honduras received the territory of the 
Honduran Mosquitia on behalf of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain, by signing the Cruz-Wyke treaty held in the city of 
Comayagua, in December of 1859, in which the government of 
Honduras is responsible for not violating the ancestral territorial 
rights of the Miskito people (see Article III of the Cruz – Wyke 
Treaty). 
 
Second: The Government of Honduras, sponsored by National Geographic, has carried 
out the identification of the geographical location of the White City, also known as the 
Lost City and in the mass media as the city of "The Monkey King." The location of this 
"White City" is located in the territory shown on the map embedded in the first 
subparagraph, recognized by the State of Honduras as "The Mosquito Coast", historical 
and ancestral territory belonging to the Miskito Indian people. 
 
Third: The Government of the Republic has authorized in autocratic ways the 
corresponding instances to advertise, excavate and remove the artifacts found in this 
city and then to be transferred to a city in the department of Olancho. None of the 
government authorized processes regarding: Search, exploration, geographic location, 
excavation, extraction and transfer to another site, have the Indigenous Peoples of the 
Mosquitia been consulted on, demonstrating the lack of interest of the government to 
respect the Rights of Indigenous Peoples through a process of consultation to consent, 
as established by the Bio-cultural Protocol of the Miskito people. 
 
Fourth: Historically, Indigenous Peoples have been subjected to constant violations of 
our rights by foreign interference, due to lack of clear and effective regulatory policies of 
the government for the protection and preservation of inventions, patents, copyrights, 
and safety practices of the indigenous population. A documented example is the case of 
the slaughter of women in the Awas [Ahuas] by the DEA in 2012. 
 
For all the above and in the framework of the rights of Indigenous Mosquitia Peoples of 
Honduras, we the children of Tunkur, Truksulu, Waylang and Miskut, in full enjoyment of 
our rights, communicate with the national and international community the following: 



 
1. We demand the application of Article III of the Cruz – Wyke Treaty, which states that 
"the Government of Honduras will respect the possession of any land that the Moscos 
Indians have in the territory called Mosquito Coast" (See Annex: Cross-Wyke Treaty). 
 
2. We declare that the location of the sacred places of the Mosquitia, such as The White 
City, Apalka, Raiti, among others that have not yet been "officially discovered," but have 
never been lost for the children of the Mosquitia who received such knowledge through 
their ancestors by our grandparents, are ensured of inviolability of trade by looters. 
 
3. We demand the implementation of international instruments related to the process of 
free, prior and informed consultation of the Mosquitia in order to formalize the protection 
and conservation model proposed by the indigenous people. We do not want to have 
happen in the various sacred sites of the Mosquitia, what occurred in the ruins of 
Copan. 
 
4. We demand the creation of Indigenous museums in the Mosquitia, sites duly and 
properly identified by the Miskitu people, where the archeological pieces that are a part 
of our historical and current sociocultural heritage are guarded and promoted. 
 
5. We urge the Government of Honduras, National Geographic, and/or any institution or 
university to respect the ancestral rights of the Miskitu people, repudiating any 
publication in any medium relating to cultural heritage without due consent of the Miskito 
Indigenous People through their representative organization. 
 
6. We demand of the Honduran Government the development of local community 
capacity in line with Anthropology and History to manage the richness and sociocultural 
heritage of the Miskitu. 
 
7. We clarified to the Government of Honduras, that the Mosquitia has it own ancient 
history related to culture, values, traditions and natural resources; same as those that 
are a part of the heritage and must be given protection, conservation and traditional use 
for its continuity (for natural and spiritual coexistence). 
 
8.We demand that the Government of Honduras, the creation of official documents from 
the Miskito people’s own worldview and in compliance with Decree No. 262-2013 under 
the National Plan, a working group on issues of anthropology, copyrights, traditional 
practices and innovations, with the full and effective participation of the Miskito people. 
 
9. All administrative or legislative decisions on the development of any action in the 
territory of the Mosquitia should be in full implementation of the commitments made to 
the international community such as: The Declaration of the United Nations on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in 
Independent Countries, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Nagoya Protocol, 



the Akwe – Kon Guideline, UN Guideline on free, prior and informed consent, the 
Recommendations of UNESCO Regarding the Conservation of the Reserva del  
Hombre and the Rio Platano Biosphere, among others. 
 
In conclusion and as a result of the above described: 
 
We the children of the Miskito Indigenous People, totally declare that we strongly 
disagree with the arbitrary and unilateral decision of the Government of the Republic on 
the exploration, extraction and transportation of illegal archaeological pieces of the 
White City; so we demand the immediate return of the artifacts looted from our sacred 
site called "White City". We also demand respect for names that our ancestors gave this 
sacred place for our people, and we strongly reject the term city "Monkey King", which 
has resulted from recent research, a name we deem as a demeaning, discriminatory 
and racist action detrimental to our Miskito people. 
 
With the authorized representative of the Miskitu people, we publish this release, with 
Yari Auhya formulation, on the 13th day of January 2016. 
 
 

	  


